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Sitting On The
Beach—Watching
The Waves

Mangrove Conservation
in the Placencia Lagoon
By Timothy B. Smith, Brooksmith Consulting

by Charles Leslie, Jr.
Placencia Village Council Chairman

Belizean mangroves are generally in good shape, but the trends point to problems
ahead.

A Paradigm Shift:
In the past few months I have made an interesting observation that has led me to the
conclusion that there is a paradigm shift in
people‘s mentality and attitude towards
being pro-active in what happens in their
community, instead of being reactive.
What we as a people need to focus on and
instill in ourselves and our children is that
in this modern age, there will be many challenges that cannot be met by central government acting alone. We should never stand
on the way side and wait for government to
act on our behalf without our intervention
and involvement. We also need to realize
that to address our challenges effectively,
we need to harness the energy and innovation of front-line professionals, local government, citizens and communities.
For far too long, Belizeans have been making noise by psychokinesis; for far too long
we do not speak up. People are afraid to be
criticized, singled out and victimized.
However, we are definitely molting this
shell, slowly but surely; but we need to
break free more expeditiously.
Gone are the days when we blame everyone
but ourselves for not standing up and speaking our minds about the issues that affect
us; making our opinions and frustrations
with the status quo known. We should not
blame anyone for our actions or lack thereof, anymore. We are responsible and in
charge of our destiny and we need to grab
our destiny by the horns without shame;
without prejudice and without fear. If we
do not, we will always stand by the way
side while others speak on our behalf and
interpret our silence as compliance and consent.
Sustainable Tourism:
Cruise/Mass Tourism in Placencia and
Southern Belize surfaced its ignoble head in
mid 2010 and since then there have been
plenty of debate on TV, radio, Facebook
etc. of the Pros and Cons. However, as I
stated in my October 5, 2010 speech to the
people of Placencia – the Cons significantly
outweigh the Pros - and to be honest, I am
still trying to justify the few Pros I have
heard. It just not happening, though.
It is now more than obvious, from the chaos
that is happening right in our backyards and
to our fellow Belizeans in Belize City; that
there is no benefit for us from this monstrous beast of an industry. Its sheep‘s
clothing is slipping off and is now exposing
the wolf underneath.
Not to stray off topic too much, however, I
would like to take this opportunity to clarify
my stance on Cruise/Mass Tourism – I am
adamantly Pro-Sustainable Tourism and Pro
-Placencia; cruise tourism simply does not
fit into the Sustainable Tourism mold.
Therefore, it is not even something I consider. Period.
(continued on page 5)
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A recent satellite study by Emil Cherrington of CATHALAC (Center for Humid
Tropics of Latin American and the Caribbean) showed less than 2% of Belizean
coastal has been cleared since 1980.
However, removal rates near centers of tourism, have been substantially higher
and the way is open for much more removal in the future.
Professor Colin Young of Galen University estimates that 70% of the Belizean coast has been purchased by foreigners, primarily for real
estate development.
If development continues at the same rate using the same methods of mangrove clearance, the impact on the Mesoamerican Reef in the
short to medium term could be substantial. Mangroves provide a host of important functions to coastal ecosystems and human populations.




Mangroves protect against coastal erosion, storm surge and tsunami.
Mangroves provide habitat for aquatic, terrestrial and avian wildlife.
Mangroves buffer against pollution

Corals growing near mangrove tend to be healthier than corals on denuded shores due to the reduced resuspension of sediment by waves.
In the right environment, mangroves can even create land equal to projected sea level rises. Given that sea level is expected to rise between 0.5 to 1 meter in the next 100 years, the value of this living, growing, environmental buffer can hardly be over-estimated for residents along the coast.
The time to think about mangrove conservation is NOW, before problems get out of hand.
Belizean landowners can take definite steps to protect and preserve mangroves:
1. Save the fringe. The single most important mangrove habitat are the mangroves immediately at the edge of the water. This is where
most biodiversity exists and most erosion prevention occurs. Avoid operating heavy equipment hear them or adding fill over the
roots. These activities can kill mangroves. Once fringe mangrove is lost, especially where wave energy is high, replacement is a slow and
difficult process
2. Trim, don't remove. At sites where homeowners want more breeze for views toward the sea or insect control, the lower branches of
mangroves can be removed by careful trimming. Mangroves have dramatic, aesthetically pleasing shapes. A well planned trim can greatly enhance your landscape. Be sure to cut the branch flush with the trunk.
3. Use docks for sea access. Rather than clearing a whole shore, consider building a dock through your fringe mangroves to access the sea
from your property. This will help you avoid the expense of a seawall and seawall maintenance and still give you a venue for recreational
activity. Be sure to check with the Lands Department to determine what taxes you will have to pay for your dock.
4. Boardwalks. Boardwalks over mangrove habitat provide a good venue for viewing wildlife and give human access to areas that would
otherwise be difficult to enter.
5. Maintain clear instructions and maintain contact with your contractor. Many developers and contractors reflexively clear mangroves
(and all trees) from a lot once development begins. If you want to keep your mangroves you will need to be specific and assertive about
your wishes. Follow through with your contractor before and during development to safeguard the plants you want to save.
6. Obtain proper permits. If you decide to remove mangrove from your property, you will probably need a permit from the Forestry Department. Revisions in the Mangrove Legislation have substantially raised fines for unpermitted removal.
In an effort to conserve Belizean mangrove shorelines and forests and their benefits, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is taking proactive
steps. In cooperation with the Belize Association of Private Protected Areas (BAPPA), Brooksmith Consulting is sponsoring the creation
of private mangrove preserves throughout Belize. Adrian Vernon of Placencia Village is currently working on mangrove reserves within
the boundaries of Placencia Village. The Mangrove Challenge has been issued for all property owners who wish to be considered for national and international recognition for their efforts to conserve mangroves in Belize.
Private reserves can be structured to persist indefinitely, or for a specified period of time (10 to 100 years). Unlike government reserves,
private reserves remain under the title and control of the landowner and thus cannot be dereserved for development. Mangrove reserves
can be as modest as a buffer strip along a shoreline or many thousands of acres. They can be maintained independently, or with a 100 BZ
enrollment cost and an annual cost of 100BZ, maintained under the BAPPA reserve system. BAPPA provides legal and management expertise for reserved lands and support for land use conflicts. BAPPA and other organizations are also seeking incentives such as carbon
credits for land owners that enter land into reserve. The price of carbon credits can vary greatly but may approach 20 US dollars an acre
for mangrove-peat habitat.
If you have already taken steps to conserve mangroves on your property, you may want to consider an application to the Mangrove Challenge sponsored by WWF. The Mangrove Challenge offers a cash prize (250-1000BZ dollars) to recognize property owners, NGOs, villages and others who can demonstrate effective and creative steps to conserve, restore and incorporate mangrove into the landscape of their
property. Past winners include Sunset Point (Placencia), Mangrove Park (Corozal Town Council), and Placencia Caye (Placencia).
If you are interested in preserving mangrove forest or shoreline in a private reserve, or would like to contend for a Mangrove Challenge
prize, contact Brooksmith Consulting at Timothy@tbrooksmith.com or see the Belizean Mangrove Conservation Network on Facebook for
more information (http://tinyurl.com/4t993)

Government of Belize Cruise Ship Consultation in Placencia, Monday, 21 March, 6:00 PM, Basketball Court.
Consultations also in Punta Gorda at Parish Hall, 22 March, 6:00 PM and Dangriga, Parish Hall, 23 March, 6:00 PM.
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Development Update
Panther Golf Course: According to the Department of the Environment (DOE), it has approved an 18-hole
golf course on the northern end of the Placencia Lagoon. However, DOE refuses to release the Environmental
Compliance Plan (ECP) for the Golf Course to the public. Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development
(PCSD) has formally requested the ECP from DOE under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), but DOE
still refuses to release the document. PCSD appealed DOE‘s refusal to the Minister of Natural Resources, and
after receiving no response from the Minister, appealed to the Ombudsman, as required by the FOIA. If the
Ombudsman cannot obtain the release of the ECP, PCSD intends to file a legal action to compel DOE to release the ECP. DOE did not require the developer (a Marco Caruso affiliated company) to do an Environmental Impact Assessment for the Panther Golf Course, despite the significant environmental harm that can be
caused by a golf courses – especially to the Placencia Lagoon.
Chrysalis Resort: The Environmental Impact Assessment for Chrysalis Resort may have been approved by
the National Environmental Appraisal Committee (NEAC). However, whether approval has occurred is not
clear, and no information seems to be available from either DOE or NEAC.
Local fishing guides vigorously opposed helicopter transportation because of its effect on sport fishing in the
area, particularly fly fishing for permit. DOE refuses to answer questions about whether the helipad was approved by NEAC.
If full environmental approval has been given by DOE, the
Chrysalis Resort will be located on Big and Little Channel
Cayes in the Pelican Range of the Southwater Marine Reserve, a protected area and World Heritage Site. Another
proposed resort, Yum Balisi, on Fisherman‘s Caye in the
Pelican Range, has also been proposed. (See information
below and on page 7 of this edition.)
Belize‘s World Heritage Site has been placed on the endangered list by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). UNESCO specifically cited dredging and mangrove removal in the Pelican
Caye Range as one of the primary reasons for categorizing
the Belize World Heritage Site as ―endangered.‖ And,
allowing additional dredging and cutting of mangroves in
the Pelican Range could very well lead to the withdrawal
of World Heritage Site status for the Belize Barrier Reef.
UNESCO is slated to make a decision this year on whether
World Heritage Site status for the Belize Barrier Reef will
be withdrawn.
Yum Balisi: Geneva BZ Big Cat Three, LLC, a Minnesota limited liability company, has submitted an Environmental Impact Assessment to DOE asking for approval of
a resort on Fisherman‘s Caye in the Pelican Range of the
Southwater Marine Reserve, a World Heritage Site.
If approved, the resort will include 50 buildings, with 35 guest cottages, a 10,000 square foot lobby/restaurant/
office area, spa, 3 gift shops, beach bar, business center, research center and learning center. Most of the resort
will be built on a 15 acre portion of the Caye from which mangroves were illegally removed in 2006.
Like the proposed Chrysalis Resort,
DOE initially did not require the developer of the proposed Yum Balisi resort
to complete an EIA, even though Schedule 1, Section 8(h) of the Environmental
Impact regulations mandates a full EIA
for any resort within a protected area.
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A RAY OF HOPE
Placencia Lagoon Reserve
By Adrian Vernon, Vernon Consultancy
From the onset of all the development on the Placencia
Lagoon, I have been hopeful that before it was all destroyed, at least part of the Lagoon would be placed under
reserve.
Years have passed with only more and more development,
more and more careless advancement. With our history,
our identity and our natural beauty being destroyed , I now
feel a ray of hope.
This hope began in 2008when the new UDP government
was elected into office and immediately issued a nine
month moratorium on mangrove removal.
Government ministers visited us and assured us that certain areas in the lagoon would not be touched. These
events, along with the work that World Wildlife Fund
(WWF) had been doing with mangroves in the Placencia
Lagoon started us off in the right direction of preservation
and restoration.
Presently, I, along with WWF, have started work towards
creating reserves on the Placencia Lagoon. Last month I
hosted Placencia‘s first community consultation to determine what direction to take in creating these areas of
mangrove reserves. The first consultation was not well
attended but the results were positive.
Presently I am working on creating a map, photographing,
and identifying marine species in the areas determined to
be reserved. If you have an interest in assisting in this
project in any way, you can find me daily in the PCSD
Office, or email me at adrianvernon47@yahoo.com or call
my cell, 650-0587.
The next community consultation will be held on Friday, 25 March 2011, 6:30 PM, Placencia Village Community Center. Hope to see you all there!

PCSD Sues DOE
The Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable Development
(PCSD) has filed a lawsuit against the Belize Department of
the Environment (DOE) challenging DOE‘s approval of the
Placencia Marina located between Copal Beach Resort and
The Placencia Hotel as unlawful, unreasonable and arbitrary.
PCSD based its challenge on DOE‘s failure to require the
developer to perform certain tests prior to approval. These
tests would have predicted the effect of the Marina on the
Placencia Peninsula, most significantly, the risk of erosion
to the Peninsula‘s beaches and whether the Marina would
jeopardize the Peninsula‘s drinking water supplies.

As noted in a separate article on Yum
Balisi on page 7 of this edition, the species richness and live surface cover in
the Pelican Cayes are unparalleled in the
Caribbean. The Pelicans also harbor an
extremely healthy marine environment
for fish, lobster, conch and other marine
life.

In its lawsuit against DOE, PCSD also argues that DOE
broke the law when, along with the Marina, DOE approved
a casino and a third hotel in the same area as The Placencia
Hotel and Residences and Copal Beach.

The public consultation for Yum Balisi
was held in Dangriga instead of on the
Placencia Peninsula, even though the
primary users of the Pelican Range are from the Peninsula, negating the purpose of a public consultation,
which is to inform and solicit comments from people familiar with an area and the possible implications of a
proposed development on that area.
Big Creek Expansion: Owners of the Big Creek Port have proposed expansion of the Port, including a deepening of the access channel to the Port. Environmental clearance has not yet been given for the expansion,
although some dredging has already taken place. Deepening of the access channel was halted when it was determined that the aquifer that provides drinking water for Placencia, Seine Bight, Big Creek and Independence
lies under the channel, possibly at a shallow depth. NEAC is requiring the developer to conduct a geotechnical
survey of the subsurface of the channel to determine the depth of the aquifer, plus provide information on
coastal dynamics including bathymetry, wave action, long shore and near shore currents, erosion and accretion
potential and flushing.

DOE approved the hotel and casino in the same Environmental Compliance Plan (ECP) as the Marina, but the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Marina did not
mention the hotel or casino and did not analyze their effects
on the Peninsula‘s environment and infrastructure, including its drinking water, the effect of the development on hurricane evacuation by Seine Bight and Placencia Villages
and the social impacts of a casino on local communities.
The Placencia Marina approved by DOE is a 64-acre, 300+
slip marina capable of handling boats of up to 210 feet in
length and includes a 700 foot long pier and 6 foot high
breakwaters surrounding the entire Marina (2000‘ x 1300‘).
The Belize Supreme Court will hear the case on 24 March
2011.

―Hurt Not The Earth, Neither The Sea, Nor The Trees.‖
Revelation 7:3
Government of Belize Cruise Ship Consultation in Placencia, Monday, 21 March, 6:00 PM, Basketball Court.
Consultations also in Punta Gorda at Parish Hall, Tuesday, 22 March, 6:00 PM
Dangriga, Parish Hall, Wednesday, 23 March, 6:00 PM.
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Oceanswatch Maps
Our Marine Reserves

Fair Comment
(Dancing fast and loose)

Oceanswatch staff traveled to Placencia to
work on a project that will benefit many people who work, live, or travel on the Caribbean
Sea.

Democracy is like a tango: it takes two partners.
Two partners: the citizens on one hand and the officials they vote for on the other.
To create the tango of democracy, each partner, first and foremost, must have trust in
the other: trust that each will take the same steps at the same time so that they are
dancing and not crashing to the ground.

During their research here, Sequoia Sun and
Sara Aubrey of Oceanswatch plotted the exact
boundaries for all of the Marine Reserves in
Belize waters from Honduras to Mexico.

Just as in the tango, the Government of Belize and we, the citizens of Belize, must
both know our steps so that we can continue our dance of a successful democracy.
Our steps as citizens are to do our homework, research the candidates and issues,
actively read, listen, learn and communicate our concerns and viewpoints to government

According to Sequoia Sun, "Everyone told us
that they had no navigational charts of Belize
waters, and we noticed that the Marine Reserves were not plotted on maps correctly.

Government‘s steps are listening to us, the people, responding to us, representing us,
and giving shape, action, and policy to our voices in an open, and, most importantly,
transparent way.
(MacMillan‘s online dictionary defines transparency as ―an honest way of doing
things that allows other people to know exactly what you are doing,‖—very similar
to a dance in which one partner, the lead, makes his steps known to his partner so that
the partner can successfully follow. Transparency is such an important factor in a
democracy, that Prime Minister Barrow made it his party‘s major campaign promise
in 2008.)
So what happens when one partner doesn‘t hold up his or her end of our dance of
democracy? What happens when one partner steps on the other‘s toes, not accidentally, but intentionally and repeatedly, over and over again?
The dancers stumble and may even fall, right? Is that what is happening to the Belize
dance of democracy?
We have citizens trying to dance the dance, but a Government that is refusing to tango. Our citizens are actively attempting to do their homework, but Government is
denying them access to information, documents and facts that every citizen has a
right to know and to needs to perform his or her part of the dance. Where is it leading us?
The laws of Belize protect our right to know. When organizations such as PCSD,
concerned individuals, and even Placencia‘s elected officials, request Environmental
Compliance Plans and other public documents, and are told ―No, government does
not want you to have this information,‖ our government is stepping on our toes.
Where is the transparency? Where is that ―honest way of doing things‖ that allows
us to know exactly where Government is going – where it‘s leading us?
Placencia people do not want cruise ships. That was made very clear at a meeting on
October 22, 2010. Placencia‘s BTIA chapter is opposed to cruise ships. Charles
Leslie, Jr., Placencia Village Chairman, is opposed to cruise ships. A petition organized by a native born Placencian was signed by 335 fulltime Placencia residents
who are opposed to cruise ships (367 people voted in the last Placencia Village election).
A poll of Channel 5 viewers shows two thirds of people nationwide don‘t believe
that the benefits of cruise ship tourism outweigh its disadvantages.

Glover’s Reef Marine Reserve Map

―There are many maps showing the reefs and
cayes off the shore in Belize, but none of them
are accurate or on navigational charts.

―Some show cayes within the reserve, others show them outside the reserve. This causes a great deal of confusion. What we have done is plotted the latitude and longitude
coordinates of the corner points of each Marine Reserve as defined by law, and then
drew in the boundaries. It will be accurate to within a few feet."
Oceanswatch has now plotted all of the Marine Reserves and scanned them into digital
files. Copies in pdf format are available from info@tarponcayelodge.com In addition,
the Southern Environmental Association (SEA) has a large charted map on a wall in the
SEA office, and an e-copy of the chart is available online at info@seabelize.org.
Oceanswatch is an international not-for-profit organization that works collaboratively
with coastal communities worldwide, at the communities' request, to conserve their marine environments and develop sustainable livelihoods. Oceanswatch contributes to
broad-based humanitarian projects, such as designing water supply systems, and building educational partnerships between schools in the developed and developing world.
To learn more about Oceanswatch, visit www.oceanswatch.org.

Important Contact Information
Department of the Environment: 822-2816, 822-2542
envirodept@doe.gov.bz and envirodept@blt.net
Department of Forests (mangrove removal): 822-1524
windsorbelize@yahoo.com
Department of Geology (dredging): 822-2651, 822-2178, 822-2232
cemmoore@yahoo.com
Land Utilization Authority (seawalls, piers, fences, 66 foot right of way): 822-1526
elida_williams@yahoo.com
Department of Health (septic tanks, sewage systems):
Abelia Sho (Independence), 523-2019, 523-2167 or Mr. Williams (PG), 660-7340
Amandala: editor_amandala@yahoo.com 202-4476/4477/4703

The citizens have fulfilled their obligation and have done their homework and discovered the lies and untruths propagated by government and the cruise industry. The
people have spoken out.

Reporter: editorreporter@gmail.com/reporternewspaper@gmail.com 227-5303/1617

But, our partner, the Government of Belize, is stepping all over our toes, over and
over and over again.

Channel 7 News: tvseven@btl.net

Belize Times: belizetimes@btl.net 224-5757

Channel 5 News gbtv@btl.net

Consultant Needed for
Peninsula 20/20
Development Plan
The Placencia chapter of the Belize Tourism Industry Association is seeking the
services of a Belize based consultant to assist with its ―PENINSULA 2020‖ project.
PENINSULA 2020 is an initiative in which an umbrella group of local governmental
and non-governmental organizations will work to achieve a broad consensus among
the residents on a future course of sustainable development for the Placencia Peninsula, and to devise strategies for the implementation that vision.
The consultant will be expected to guide the project‘s steering committee in the following tasks:

Create a process by which consensus may be achieved among residents of the
entire peninsula on a shared vision for economic, environmental, social and cultural
advancement.

Plus Television plus television @yahoo.com
KREM Radio kremnews@yahoo.com, 204-4409
Love FM

lovefmbelize@yahoo.com , 203-2098

Produce a document at the end of that process which summarizes the community‘s consensus on a set of both broad and specific aspirations, goals and recommendations.

Disseminate that document to the local community, governmental organizations,
foreign embassies, investors, charitable organizations and the Belizean public at large
with an eye to create specific legislation and public policy that will enhance the standard of living and quality of life of the peninsula‘s residents.


Assist the steering committee in obtaining endorsements for the vision document.

The work is expected to span a four month period beginning in April 2011. Expressions
of interest with relevant background information should be sent
to director@placencia.com. Applicants may call 523-4045 for more information.
Deadline for applications is Tuesday, March 22.

Government of Belize Cruise Ship Consultation in Placencia, Monday, 21 March, 6:00 PM, Basketball Court.
Consultations also in Punta Gorda at Parish Hall, Tuesday, 22 March, 6:00 PM
Dangriga, Parish Hall, Wednesday, 23 March, 6:00 PM.
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THE PEOPLE DECIDE:
TO DRILL OR NOT TO DRILL
______________________________________________________

Make Your Voice Heard
Sign the Petition!
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The Crimson Park Saga Continues
According to a study by Adrian Vernon commissioned by the Placencia Village Council, unless
immediate action is taken, the Placencia Lagoon may soon reclaim all of the land created in Crimson Park, a public development originally sponsored by the Government of Belize to provide subdivision lots to landless Belizeans from Placencia Village.
Vernon‘s study concluded that the created land in Crimson Park was not filled to the correct height
and was improperly sloped and compacted, causing the land to sink and erode rapidly.
To salvage the development, Vernon recommends recompaction of the land under the supervision
of a qualified engineer and the planting of mangroves to stabilize the perimeter and prevent further
erosion.

To drill or not to drill for oil. Seems to be a simple question, right?
Government says ―drill they will‖ for inland protected areas, while
also saying that they will not permit offshore drilling ―at this time.‖
However, the Belize Coalition to Save our Natural Heritage, a group
of over 40 organizations and individuals, has joined many other Belizeans in calling on Government to ban oil exploration, development
and production offshore and also in inland protected areas.
The Coalition and many other Belizeans believe that the economic,
environmental and social/cultural costs of oil greatly outweigh the
potential benefits of oil in Belize‘s offshore and protected areas.

Vernon estimates that the cost of the mangrove planting will be about BZ$12,200 dollars if volunteers can be recruited to do the actual planting. The World Wildlife Fund has agreed to contribute
BZ$9,000 for the mangrove planting project, leaving BZ$3,200 to be raised by the Village (in addition to engineering and compaction costs).
Vernon recommends mangroves over a seawall, which he estimates would cost much more than
mangrove stabilization -- at least BZ$600 per linear foot for the initial installation, plus on-going
maintenance and repair costs. Also, unlike a seawall, mangroves would also provide a habitat for
fish and other marine life in the Lagoon.
The Crimson Park developer, Crimson Development, was obligated to complete the development,
including installation of streets, utilities and a package sewer treatment plant to protect the Placencia Lagoon from possible contamination from leaking septic tanks. However, Crimson Development abandoned the project in 2010, citing lack of funds due to the inability of Placencia Village
residents to pay the lot purchase price necessary to complete the subdivision.

Currently, Belize‘s offshore and protected areas contribute over one
billion dollars to the Belize economy through activities such as exports, employment and food, and this value to Belize can be further
increased by sustainable development of Belize‘s offshore and protected areas.

The high purchase price for the lots (originally BZ$36,000, then later reduced to BZ$22,000) has
resulted in many of the lots being immediately resold to local and foreign interests. However, local
officials do not know how many lots have been resold, raising the issue of whether public funds
should be used to benefit what may become a primarily private, rather than public, development.

The Coalition also believes that to drill or not to drill for oil is a national issue that should be decided by all Belizeans, not just a few.
But, the Coalition understands that discussion and debate are necessary so that everyone can make an informed and rational decision.
To help in that discussion and debate, on February 14, 2011 the Coalition officially launched its ―Learn- Sign-Vote‖ campaign. The
―Learn‖ part of the campaign provides information to the public about
the implications of drilling for oil both off-shore and in inland protected areas. The ―Sign‖ part is an effort to collect 17,000 signatures, the
number necessary to require the Government to hold a national referendum on the issue. The ―Vote‖ part encourages people to vote on
referendum day.
For the first time in Belizean history, the people have power in their
hands to decide how our resources are used to ensure long-term benefits for all Belizeans.
Organizations and individuals countrywide are collecting signatures
door to door, at special events and the public can sign up at many locations countrywide.
In Placencia, petitions are available in Placencia Village at the offices
of the Southern Environmental Association (SEA) and the Peninsula
Citizens for Sustainable Development (PCSD).
In Seine Bight, you can sign the petition at Blue Crab Resort. In Maya Beach, stop by Maya Bean Inn.
For your signature to qualify, you must be a registered voter and you
should bring your voter card with you when you sign the petition because you will need to write in your name as it appears on your card,
your voter ID number, and the address and electoral division where
you are registered to vote.

Rapid Erosion at Crimson Park (above photo shows a street in Crimson Park)

NOTICE
New PCSD Office Now Open!
Downstairs, Beside The Worship Center
Opening 8 AM-12 Noon, Mondays – Saturdays
4 PM - 6 PM, Tuesdays and Thursdays
Phone: 523-3587 or 650-0587
E-mail: Adrian@pcsd.org
Government of Belize Cruise Ship Consultation in Placencia, Monday, 21 March, 6:00 PM, Basketball Court.
Consultations also in Punta Gorda at Parish Hall, Tuesday, 22 March, 6:00 PM
Dangriga, Parish Hall, Wednesday, 23 March, 6:00 PM.
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Sitting On The Beach—
Watching The Waves (cont. from page 1)
Now let us discuss some of the issues that are affecting
our highly-touted overnight ( Tourism Product. We
have all seen the figures crunched and it is more than
obvious that we make exceptionally more revenues
with minimal impact on our natural assets through
overnight tourism. But, two problems stick out like
sore thumbs when we analyze our overnight tourism
weaknesses.



We don‘t seem to be striving for a more competitive edge.
We don‘t seem to have a well defined unilateral, unified idea and direction of what type of
destination we are and want to be. The marketing, or lack thereof, of our tourism product
supports this fact.

meetings. Rather, it is about helping people to get involved when they want to on their own terms. This is
about paving the way for a new style of active politics
that not only give people a greater say, but also ensures
that their voices are heard and that their views will
make a difference.
Central and local government must entrust more power
to people, and that means giving local communities the
power to drive real improvements in everything from
the way their neighborhoods are policed to the way
that community assets are used.
Power in Belize needs to be devolved and decentralized, with power diffused throughout our society. People should have the maximum influence, control and
ownership over the decisions, forces and agencies
which shape their lives and environments. This is the
quintessence of democracy.

Why are we not competitive? Here are some of the top
Endurance:
reasons:
What Belize is experiencing right now in this modernage is the power of endurance; endurance is what wins
 High plane ticket prices
wars, not how many people you kill, but how long you
 High fuel surcharge
can endure the fight.
 High taxes








No GST claims on hotel supplies unless it's
food (even though we all pay GST to buy
those items)
No fuel price break for tour operators/guides
High crime & expensive consequences, etc.,
High communications cost
Limited access to cheap capital
Extravagant bank interest loan rates
Etc.

There are so many things wrong with our overnight
tourism product in Belize that can be easily corrected,
or at least made better. However, the BTB, BTIA,
BHA won't talk about them in any serious manner.
Be More Independent Of Central Government:
I recently attended a seminar in Dangriga with the
theme - BRADS or Belize Rural Area Development
Strategy - which falls under the umbrella of Horizon
2030 (a continuation of PUP‘s Vision 2030); which
came out of the Ministry of Economic Development.

There are 300,000+ people living in Belize, it only
takes one to change the negative course we are on.
Nature has a way of abundance, cranking out a lot of
people/animals/plants, etc. If you are going to go
along with the trend of killing each other, disrespecting
each other, taking advantage of each other; then you
are also a part of nature‘s plan as well , and that is just
a part of the excess, no matter how poor or wealthy
you are. Not everyone will make it; but if you think
more of yourself than just being the excess, you will do
more for yourself, you have an opportunity, via self
awareness, to save yourself and in doing so, save your
family, your people, your country, your home called
Earth.
I leave you with a quote from Jacque Fresco: ―War,
poverty, corruption, hunger, misery, human suffering
will not change in a monetary system. That is, there
will be very little significant change. It's going to take
the redesign of our culture and values.‖

A CHANGING
PLANET

It was a pleasure attending a seminar and learning
about efforts to put together a White Paper on teaching
and empowering Rural Areas in Belize how to be more
independent of central government.
This is a critical step that has been taken in Belize and
I applaud the Government in taking this initiative.
However from my personal observations on the inner
workings of politics in Belize, I would like to point out
a contradiction; the government cannot attempt to empower people on the local level and at the same time
refuse to empower and also revoke power – notable
examples are:
Not expediting the process of giving Villages their
bi-laws;
Not allowing Village Councils to have primary
responsibility for directly appointing the majority of members to Village Water Boards
and local resources from the Villages. The
current system is set up where the Water
Boards are hijacked by Ministerial Area Representatives, who appoint their political supporters. This valuable resource-based public
institution does not fulfill its full potential in
community investment and development because of this very fact of political interference;
Taking away the collection of Liquor License Fees
from District DAVCOs. This now will make
it more difficult for Villages to get back their
funds.

Climate Change Impacts
Our existence within the Mesoamerican Reef is strongly linked to the terrestrial and marine resources of this
region.
The increased impacts of Climate Change are affecting
these resources and our lives making urgent the need to
act both locally and globally reducing such threats as
well as adapt to the changing environment.
As Climate Change increases, we will suffer from:










Sea level rise and large wave swells
Coastal flooding
Stronger storms and hurricane occurrence
Land erosion and mud slides
Seawall collapse
Damage to housing and infrastructure (such as
streets, septic tanks, sewage systems and water
supplies)
Damage to agriculture
Marine pollution
Damage to coastal vegetation from hurricane
winds
Damage to coral reef

What our Government must do is enhance the power of 
communities by helping people and communities
across Belize to set and meet their own priorities. This Let’s keep these things in mind and as Earth Hour
way the government strengthens local democracy by
approaches on 26 March 2011. At 8:30pm, let’s all
increasing participation.
make a difference by shutting off our electricity for
one hour.
This is not about making people sit in meetings after

Roots and Reef

Updates

(Whatever happened
about . . . )
Peninsula-wide Sewage System: In 2010, the
Inter-American Development Bank (IADB) agreed to loan
the Government of Belize (GOB) money to construct a
Peninsula-wide sewage system. IADB is now reviewing
bids from engineering firms to do a feasibility study on
the kind of sewage system that will be best for the entire
Peninsula. Issues include where sewage will be deposited
and locations and types of pumps needed to pump sewage
from homes and businesses to final waste disposal site.

Dock and Sidewalk Renovation: In 2010, the
IADB also loaned GOB US$15 million for several tourism projects throughout Belize, including approximately
US$2.2 million to build a 350 foot community dock and
renovate the Placencia Sidewalk.
The IADB expects to select a contractor in early June
2011, with construction work to start in late June 2011.
The plan will now include only two plazas along the
Sidewalk instead of the proposed four, and the Sidewalk
will include culverts to allow water to drain from the west
side of the Sidewalk to the east.
Concerns raised about dredging at the dock including negative impacts to the shoreline, disturbance of utility lines
to Placencia Caye and contaminated ―muck‖ located along
the seabed in the dock area, will likely mean that no
dredging will be done as part of the dock construction.

Master Tourism Plan: Money borrowed by GOB
from IADB in 2010 for tourism assistance also included
funding for a Master Tourism Plan for the entire country,
and tourism plans for four destinations, including Placencia. IADB anticipates that the draft tourism plan for the
Placencia Peninsula will be presented to local communities in May 2011.

Placencia Peninsula Risk Management Plan:
The Master Tourism Plan component for the Placencia
Peninsula includes a risk management plan that IADB
says will be designed to avoid and limit damages associated with flooding and breaching of access routes and other
infrastructure due to hurricanes and other natural disasters; strengthen local emergency response mechanisms;
refine and clarify local, regional, and national communication and decision‐making authority to address natural
disaster response needs. IADB says that this plan should
also be ready to present to Peninsula communities in May
2011.

Placencia By-Laws: The Placencia By-Laws are
under final review at the Solictor General‘s Office. Once
that review is completed, they will go to the Department
of Local Government, which will then present them to the
legislature for approval. According to the Placencia Village Council, the By-Laws are on-track for approval in the
next few months.

ROOTS AND REEF is published
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Peninsula Citizens for Sustainable
Development, Limited
c/o General Delivery, Placencia
627-5178 or 523-3587
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Lionfish Slayers!!!
By Christine Garcia, SEA
There are many lionfish swimming in our Belizean waters, perhaps more than we can possibly imagine.
The lionfish are native to the Indo-Pacific Region and were first reported in Florida in 1991, Bahamas in 2004 and in Belize in
2008.
This specie has been found in all marine habitats including lobster traps, fish traps, piers, lagoons, mangroves, sea grass beds, and
coral reefs.
For us in Belize this little creature poses a great threat to our fishery, especially since it has aggressive tendencies and has a large
appetite for juvenile fishes. Large lion fish have been found with more than 20 fish in their stomach.
Up until recently not much has been known about the lionfish predators but it is recognized that large eels, frogfish and other scorpion fish are all predators of the lionfish, including the Nassau Groupers.
Due to the overwhelming population of the lionfish in Belize, the Southern Environmental Association (SEA) in collaboration with
the Placencia Tour Guide Association (PTGA) held the first ever lionfish tournament and cook-off competition in Placencia Village
on March 5th, 2011.
The theme of the tournament was entitled “Save Our Reef by catching and eating a lionfish today.” The overall objective of the
event was to initialize an awareness campaign on the threat of the lionfish in our Belizean waters and at the same time educate the
general public on how to clean and cook the lionfish.
Biggest Lionfish Award, Conrad
Villanueva, representing Seahorse Dive Shop
(photo by Muzamanie Photography)

There were four categories for prizes and the first being for the most lionfish caught, the second for the lionfish with the most
weight, the third for the biggest lionfish and the fourth for the smallest lionfish.

The lionfish tournament kicked off at 6:30 Saturday morning when five tour operators shoved off for Laughing Bird Caye National
Park and Gladden Spit and Silk Cayes Marine Reserve to get the catch of the day. Tour operators that competed in the tournament were Splash Dive Shop, Paradise Resort, Roberts‘ Grove, Seahorse Dive Shop, and Arlin Muschamp.
At the beginning it seemed difficult for most tour operators to catch the amount of
fish desired, but not long after the hunt began, lionfish kept pouring in their ice boxes.
Long hours of catch brought the participants back to Placencia to determine prizes.
The catch was measured and weighed by ECOMAR personnel as well as SEA‘s monitoring team.
After all the hard work of sorting and measuring there were some winners. The first
prize for the most lionfish caught went to Sea horse Dive Shop with a total number of
133. Second prize for the lionfish with the most weight went to Paradise Resort with
23.5 ounces. Third prize for the biggest lionfish caught went to Seahorse Dive Shop
with a size of 39 cm. Paradise Resort also won fourth prize for the smallest lionfish
caught with a size of 8 cm. Winners received numerous gift certificates as well as
cash prizes for a job well done.
There were also numerous booths set up to disseminate information on this invasive
specie, including ECOMAR, which has embarked on a lion fish campaign to help
eradicate the specie, and distributed information and demonstrated how to clean the
lionfish at the tournament.
Spearing a Lionfish (photo by Annelise Hagan, SEA
A cook-off tournament among Adrian Vernon, Henry Anderson and Paradise Resort
began immediately after tournament winners were announced. Henry Anderson won
for the most tasteful meal for his grilled lionfish. Paradise Resort won the prize for the best meal presentation with sautéed fish cooked with honey and ginger, Adrian Vernon won
the prize for best local entry with his parmesan lionfish. (See page 8 for Adrian’s recipe.)

The Southern Environmental Association would like to congratulate all winners and
thank the general public for their continuous support and generosity in donating prizes.
SEA would also like to specifically thank the following businesses and individuals for
their participation:
Cozy Corner
Tipsy Tuna Bar & Restaurant
Ally‘s Guesthouse
Tutti Frutti Ice Cream Parlor
Jane Eiley
Placencia Moorings Masters
Barefoot Bar
Coral Reef Alliance
Paradise Hotel
Art & Soul Gallery
Miramar Apartments
Ilsa Villanueva
Wendy‘s Restaurant
Daisy‘s Restaurant
Sunova Gift Shop
Rum Fish
Ocean Pro
Avadon Divers
Spindrift Hotel
Staff of SEA
Wallen‘s Hardware
Hol Chan Shark/Ray Alley Marine Reserve
Secret Garden Restaurant and Day Spa
Lee Nyhus
MNM Service Station
And, a big thanks to the entire community for supporting this worthy cause!
Bagged Lionfish (photo by Annelise Hagan, SEA

Government of Belize Cruise Ship Consultation in Placencia, Monday, 21 March, 6:00 PM, Basketball Court.
Consultations also in Punta Gorda at Parish Hall, 22 March, 6:00 PM
Dangriga, Parish Hall, 23 March, 6:00 PM
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Yum Balisi Sustainable Luxury Resort
I‘m confused – very confused. I just read the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for a resort, Yum Balisi Sustainable Luxury Resort, that a US company wants to build
on Fishermen‘s Caye in the Pelican Caye Range of the South water Marine Reserve, a part of Belize‘s World Heritage Site. Here‘s what I‘ve read so far in the Yum Balisi
EIA:





Species richness and live surface cover in the Pelican Cayes are unparalleled in the Caribbean. On and around Fishermen‘s Caye, EIA consultants found 47 species of
fish, ―an uncommonly diverse population of colorful and large sponges,‖ ―70 species of ascidian fauna in 30 genera,‖ extensive sea grass beds that ―provide important
habitat and serve as critical nursery areas for important commercial species such as fin fish and conch . . . and also provide natural corridors for juvenile lobsters,‖ 52
species of echinoderms, ―ten of which had not previously been reported from Belizean waters,‖ 16 species of live coral, 12 species of other marine creatures, including
crab, conch and lobster, and 30 species of grass, algae and other marine plants;
Significant numbers of juvenile fish and other invertebrate species are present including barracuda, grunts, snappers, angelfish, parrotfish, jacks, butterfly fish, and
damselfish;
The lagoonal waters of the Pelican Cayes support an unusually rich and diverse reef fauna.

Here‘s what I‘ve recently read in the news:




Fisheries the world over are in big trouble – some scientists predict that the world will run out of wild caught seafood by 2048 - - that‘s less than 40 years! Belize is
already losing its fisheries -- our finfish production dropped from 21,000 pounds in 2004 to just 7,000 pounds in 2008. Our lobster catch has fallen by half since 1981.
The overall contribution of the fishing industry to our economy dropped to 2.2% in 2008 from 4.4% in 2004, while at the same time, food imports into the country
increased from 109.2 million to 160.3 million between 2004 and 2008.
Overfishing and destruction of marine habitat are the main reasons our fish are disappearing. In particular, fish species often die out completely when the fish share a
marine ecosystem with few creatures other than itself.


We‘re running out of fish – fish that provides many of us with our primary source of protein, fish that bring tourists to Belize, and fish that directly or indirectly provide employment for many Belizeans.
And, here in the Pelicans, as admitted by the Yum Balisi developers themselves in their EIA, we have the perfect environment for fish -- diverse marine life, mangroves, sea
grass, healthy coral.
And what are we going to do with it? We‘re going to let a bunch of rich people build a resort that will employ all of 40 people, and that could very well destroy one of the few
remaining healthy marine environments we have left to protect our fisheries.
And if we let the developers build a resort on Fisherman Caye, we won‘t be able to do anything about it if the developers don‘t honor their promises to use only the finest and
best ecological practices that will have little to no impact on the marine environment. (And I don‘t believe that‘s possible anyway, do you?)
DOE certainly can‘t or won‘t prevent them from not living up to their promises– just as they couldn‘t prevent illegal dredging of live coral and clearing of mangroves on this
same Caye just 3-4 years ago (one of many examples of our inability to enforce our laws).
So, not only are we going to strike another death blow to our fisheries, we‘re also possibly going to endanger our existing tourism businesses and jobs if this causes us to lose
our World Heritage Site status.
Because it might. When UNESCO designated our Barrier Reef System as a World Heritage Site, it specifically mentioned the incredible ecological diversity of the Pelican
Cayes. When UNESCO told us that it that it might take away our World Heritage status, one of the reasons given was continued mangrove cutting and dredging within the
World Heritage Site, specifically citing the Pelican Cayes as an example.
So, here we are again, squandering precious and irreplaceable Belizean resources to benefit a few at the expense of many.
Does this make sense? It doesn‘t to me, but, as I said at the beginning, I‘m confused, and maybe that‘s because I don‘t understand just who Government is supposed to be
looking after – most of us, or only a few of us.
Is it time to get mad yet?

Major Changes Ahead
for Belize Fisheries
Remember paddling in a wooden dory catching all
kinds of fish, all sizes — or wading out only a few
inches in the Sea to claim a day‘s meal of lobster or
conch?
Those days are gone; the wooden dories replaced by
motor boats and even cruise ships. Tourists claim
their right to snorkel, dive and fish Belizean waters.
Foreign fishing fleets want Belize to give them the
right to fish our Economic Zone – the part of the
ocean we control that extends 200 miles out from our
territorial waters. Overfishing, offshore drilling, agriculture, development and climate change have reduced the size and quantity of fish and other marine
products – even driving some to extinction.
Unfortunately, Belize‘s current Fisheries Act is unable
to cope with many of these issues – it‘s just too old dating back to 1948, with only one small revision in
1989.
Because of this, Belize has launched a major effort to
completely rewrite our fisheries law, which will now
be called the Aquatic Living Resources Act rather
than the Fisheries Act, so that all of our aquatic resources - marine – and inland – fish, coral, mangroves, seagrass beds, lobster, conch, and all other
living aquatic resources - - are covered by the Act.
And, on 1 March 2011, Belize‘s Fisheries Department
held a consultation in Placencia to explain how the
new law is being written and to get local comments on
it.

The purpose of the new law is long-term sustainable
use of Belize‘s aquatic resources. The law will adopt
the precautionary principle, which means that if we
suspect something might harm our aquatic resources,
then it can‘t be done unless Fisheries has valid scientific proof that it won‘t be-harmful. Also, the new law
says that government can‘t use the absence of adequate scientific information as a reason to postpone or
fail to take conservation and management measures.
In addition, the new law will provide a broad framework for specific regulations, but the regulations
themselves will not be in the law. For example, gill
netting is not specifically mentioned in the new law.
Instead, Fisheries will have the authority to pass regulations that might limit or even ban gill netting.
Another example – the new law will require fishing
licenses. However, the law doesn‘t say how much the
licenses will cost, or create other specific licensing
requirements. Instead, those kinds of requirements
will be in regulations enacted under the new law.
Other major areas addressed by the new law will include marine reserves, cooperation with other countries in managing aquatic resources, international
agreements and treaties, scientific research and monitoring, and the control and enforcement of the law.
Passage of the new modern Fisheries Act is expected
by the end of 2011.
More information about the Aquatic Resources Bill is
available at http://tinyurl.com/4lccwp2. Or, contact
julio.maaz@gmail.com.

Did you know? Ospreys add new material each year to the
same old nest, which can weigh up to 900 pounds! Ospreys
are also collectors and items found in osprey nests include
rubber boots; bicycle tires; Hula Hoops; television antennas;
styrofoam cups and plastic hamburger containers

Government of Belize Cruise Ship Consultation in Placencia, Monday, 21 March, 6:00 PM, Basketball Court.
Consultations also in Punta Gorda at Parish Hall, Tuesday, 22 March, 6:00 PM
Dangriga, Parish Hall, Wednesday, 23 March, 6:00 PM
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Belize Leads World
in Ban on Trawling
In response to UNESCO‘s threat to remove Belize‘s
Barrier Reef from World Heritage Site status, Belize
has banned all forms of trawling. Belize‘s reef system
is the largest in the Western Hemisphere and the second largest in the world.
The ban was signed by Rene Montero, Minister of
Fisheries and became law on 4 February 2011.
Belize is one of the first countries in the world to outlaw trawling. Trawling is a fishing practice where
weighted nets are dropped to the bottom of the Sea and
dragged, destroying everything in their path.
This ban prohibits any form of trawling, including midlevel trawling, in Belize‘s internal waters, territorial
sea, and more importantly, the Exclusive Economic
Zone which ranges 200 nautical miles beyond Belize‘s
territorial sea.

Quick and Easy
Lionfish
Parmesan
Ingredients:








6-8oz. Lionfish fillet with skin
3oz.of your favorite pasta
1 ½ cups your favorite marinara sauce
As much or as little as you like of freshly grated
or pre-grated parmesan
Olive oil
Pinch of salt
Fresh thyme, basil & minced garlic (Dried or
powdered will do)

Directions:
Lightly season lionfish fillet with salt basil, thyme and
garlic then place in a dish to marinate in Olive oil as
you continue preparations.
Prepare pasta according to package directions until
ready. Rinse and toss with a little olive oil.
While pasta is still being prepared, place marinara
sauce and about quarter cup of water in a small pot
over low heat until it starts to bubble.
Place a medium saucepan over high heat until smoking. Place in fillet, skin side down for 1 minute. Flip,
add marinara sauce to pan. Cover fish with Cheese and
place lid on pan for 1 minute.
Place pasta on plate. Top with sauce and fish and enjoy.

The Peninsula’s Garbage
Residents of the Placencia Peninsula typically produce
2-2.5 pounds of garbage per day, while a tourist produces almost 5 pounds per day.
However, until plastic packaging became so prevalent,
garbage was not much of a problem on the Peninsula
because most everything decomposed or was reused rum bottles for home-made coconut oil, mayonnaise
and peanut butter jars for home-made guava jelly. Now the rum bottles, peanut butter jars and many
other jars are themselves made of plastic - even bottles
of extra-virgin olive oil and coconut oil.
Like everywhere else in the world, plastic garbage bags
are also now a major problem on the Peninsula. Didn't
used to be, because the grocery stores and the Fishing
Co-op charged 25 cents per bag. Some local grocery
stores and restaurants are trying to help by promoting
the use of green bags and selling reusable grocery bags.
In addition, the national Belize Tourism Industry Association is attempting to persuade the national government to eliminate the tax on imported food containers
that dissolve in the environment. (This tax makes
Styrofoam, which can‘t be recycled at all, much cheaper than the green containers.)
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Mr. Adrian Vernon
“Almost Born On A Bus”
Adrian Vernon, PCSD‘s new Program Coordinator,
was almost born on a bus.
Miss Cherry Vernon, his mother, was in Belize City
when she went into labor. Both her stubbornness and
her love for Athelo Cabral, who had delivered Miss
Cherry‘s other eight children, kept her trekking south
over rough roads all the way to Independence.
She eventually crossed the Lagoon to Placencia in a
small wooden dory, and one and a half hours after arriving home, Adrian was born. He was aptly named
after Adrian‘s Bus Line (precursor of James Bus Line),
which had carried his mother safely south.
Adrian inherited his mother‘s powerful homing instinct
and his father‘s (Arthur ―Turo‖ Vernon) love for fishing, hunting, and the outdoors. Adrian recalls a very
happy and nature oriented youth.
―Nature was built into us. We have no fear of the jungle. Our family slept outdoors without even a roof over
our heads. I was born to nature just like kids now are
born to TV.

Mr. Adrian Vernon

―My father always involved all the kids in nature activities. He made a big place by the water tower (before there
was a water tower). We called it ―Boy Scout Camp.‖ We learned to make and use bows and arrows. My dad made
little toys like small wooden boats, stilts to walk around on, wooden cars with steering wheels. We played tag and
swung among the mangroves.‖
Adrian‘s own childhood has shaped his commitment to reaching out and educating youth as to the importance of
preserving our environment.
―Most people think working with adults is the key to our natural preservation. I am working in a different direction.
If we can affect the kids, then they will lead their parents to change. Parents want to keep their kids happy, so if
they see their children working for the environment, the parents will support it, too.‖
Adrian ‗s work for PCSD will meld very nicely with his consulting contract on global climate change for the World
Wildlife Fund. He is a mangrove activist who not only educates the public regarding the importance of mangroves,
but also plants mangrove propagates in depleted areas.
―Mangroves are a very adaptable plant, a plant that can sense environmental change and adapt to it. Mangrove propagates normally grow slightly out of water. However, as coastal waters rise, mangroves have actually adapted to
growing underwater. They initially grow a deep root system, then grow leaves. This is an adaptation to global
warming.‖
Adrian continues: ―Most developers just focus on what they need or want to do. Few developers even consider reserving mangrove buffers to mitigate against erosion, storms, or higher water levels.
―However, I have to big up a couple of local developers. Not only did Stewart Krohn of Coco Plum leave the outside buffer, but he dredged in swampy areas and kept most of the plants. He has replanted all his canals with mangroves. Basically, Stewart put back more than 100% of what he removed.
―Another good example of mangrove management on our Peninsula is Kokomo, where developers Drew and Karen
Travers, left the mangrove buffer and have already planted three different types of mangrove and buttonwood.
―With 98% of coastal and Lagoon lands on the Peninsula leased or scheduled for development, we need some very
strict guidelines to preserve what we have. We do need reserves set up to protect the Lagoon. I also favor tax incentives for developers to preserve our mangroves.‖
Adrian has published a booklet, ―Everything Mangrove,‖ which is available at the offices of the Southern Environmental Association , the Belize Tourism Industry Association (Placencia chapter) and the Peninsula Citizens for
Sustainable Development (all on the main Placencia Road)..
Adrian is also currently working on a second book, this one focusing on assisting developers in incorporating mangroves into their developments. It will be available by the end of 2011.
Adrian is guardedly positive about Placencia‘s environmental future: ―Caribbean nations look on Belize as an
‗environmental country.‘
―Belize needs to focus on that, on saving what we have. We need to look at making a living while doing as little
damage to our environment as possible.
―I think the people understand this, but Government thinks it knows better than the people. We citizens are the ones
to make decisions for our country. We must unite together on our issues.
―As a personal goal for me this year, I will try to secure an area or areas in the Placencia Lagoon to be placed under
reserve. I want Placencia people to look at this issue from their wallets—what their wallets and our community
would look like without the vitality of our mangroves.‖
PCSD welcomes Adrian Vernon!
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
The Placencia Village Council, the Placencia BTIA, the
Placencia Rotary Club and PCSD are also working on
setting up a recycling center for plastics and cardboard—another big problem in Placencia because of all
the products shipped in cardboard boxes to local grocery stores, gift shops and other stores.

Until we get that recycling center, though, do your part
by taking back returnable Coca-Cola product plastic
bottles to the store were you purchased them, re-using
plastic and glass containers, choosing dissolvable plastic over Styrofoam and composting your newspapers
and vegetable waste.

